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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) An output time management apparatus comprising: 
an output time management means for acquiring a specific object data, a time 

management program for controlling an output of said specific object data, and an upper limit 
time for which the output of said object data is permitted, from data stored in a removable storing 
medium. 

a time counter for measuring an accumulation time representing the time elapsed from 
the start of outputting the specific object data from the output time management apparatus, 

a comparator for comparing a pr e det e rmin e d said upper limit time for which th e output of 
said specific object data is permitt e d and said accumulation time for said object data measured 
by said time counter, and 

a controller for controlling the output of said obj e ct data according to a program , 
executing said time management program acquired by said output time management means and 
outputting said specific object data based on said time management program, and after the 
comparison by said comparator, suspending the output of said specific object data when it is 
found that said accumulation time reaches said upper limit time. 

wh e r e in the output tim e manag e m e nt apparatus acquir e s some information as an output 
tim e managem e nt program and th e obj e ct data from a r e movabl e storag e m e dium which 
information has be e n stored in, and has said controller e x e cut e the output time managem e nt 
program and acquir e d from the r e movabl e storag e m e dium th e r e by control th e output of said 
obj e ct data on th e basis of th e comparison r e sults by said comparator. 

2. (Currently Amended) The output time management apparatus of claim 1 wherein said 
output m e ans of said specific object data is display m e ans for displaying said specific object 
data. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The output time management apparatus of claim 1 wherein said 
output m e an s of said specific object data is sound output for outputting said specific object data 
by sound. 

4. (Withdrawn) The output time management apparatus of claim 1 wherein when said 
accumulation time measured by said time counter reaches said upper limit time, said controller 
erases said object data. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Withdrawn) The output time management apparatus of claim 5 wherein said object 
data is data to which can be added writing and, 

the output time management apparatus further comprises storage means for storing said 
object data when said accumulation time measured by said time counter reaches said upper limit 
time. 

7. (Withdrawn) The output time management apparatus of claim 6 wherein said object 
data is which is sent via network and, 

the output time management apparatus further comprises receiving means for receiving 
said object data, and 

sending means for sending said object data stored by storage means to a distribution 

source. 

8. (Withdrawn) The output time management apparatus of claim 1 wherein said object 
data is data sent via network, 

the output time management apparatus comprises receiving means for receiving said 
object data and sending means for sending said object data to a distribution source, and 

wherein when said accumulation time measured by said time counter reaches said upper 
limit time, said controller suspends the output of said object data by said output means and said 
sending means sends said object data to the distribution sourcer 

9. (Original) The output time management apparatus of claim 1 which further comprises 
a timer to count time, and 
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wherein said time counter measures said accumulation time utilizing the time counted by 
said timer. 

10. (Previously Presented) The output time management apparatus of claim 1 which 
further comprises time information acquisition means for acquiring time information from an 
outside apparatus connected to the output time management apparatus and having the time 
information, and 

wherein said time counter measures said accumulation time by utilizing the time 
information acquired by said time information acquisition means. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The output time management apparatus of claim 1 wherein said upper 
limit time information is embedded in said object dataz 

12. (Withdrawn) The output time management apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein said upper 
limit time information is embedded in said object data by digital watermark method. 

13. (Withdrawn) The output time management apparatus of claim 1 which further 
comprises receiving means for receiving a information to erase or change said upper limit time 
via network, and 

wherein said controller controls the output of said object data by utilizing the information 
to erase or change said upper limit time received by said receiving means. 

14. (Current Amended) An output time management system comprising: 
a data sending apparatus for sending data via a network, 

a data receiving apparatus for receiving said data sent from said data sending apparatus, 
an output time management means for acquiring a specific object data, a time 
management program for controlling an output of said specific object data, and an upper limit 
time for which the output of said object data is permitted, from said data received by said data 
receiving apparatus, 

an output apparatus for outputting said specific object data based on said data received by 
said data receiving apparatus, 

a time counting apparatus for measuring an accumulation time representing the time 
elapsed from start of outputting said specific object data by said output apparatus, 
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a comparison apparatus for comparing a pr e d e t e rmin e d said upper limit time for which 
th e output of said specific object data is permitted and said accumulation time for said specific 
object data measured by said time counting apparatus, and 

a control apparatus for controlling th e output of said obj e ct data on th e basis of th e 
comparison r e sults by said comparison apparatus, executing said time management program 
acquired by said output time management means and outputting said specific object data based 
on said time management program, and after the comparison by said comparator, suspending the 
output of said specific object data when it is found that said accumulation time reaches said 
upper limit time. 

wh e r e in the control apparatus acquir e s an output tim e managem e nt program and th e 
obj e ct data from th e data sending apparatus, and controls the output of th e obj e ct data by 
e x e cuting th e output tim e manag e ment program. 

15. (Currently Amended) An output time management system comprising: 
a storing apparatus for storing data on a storing medium, 

a reading apparatus for reading obj e ct data and an output tim e manag e m e nt program 
stor e d by said storing apparatus from said storing medium, 

an output time management means for acquiring a specific object data, a time 
management program for controlling an output of said specific object data, and an upper limit 
time for which the output of said specific object data is permitted, from said data read by said 
reading apparatus, 

an output apparatus for p e rforming an output bas e d on process e d data outputting said 
specific object data based on said data read by said reading apparatus , 

a time counting apparatus for measuring an accumulation time representing the time 
elapsed from start of outputting said specific object data by said output apparatus, 

a comparison apparatus for comparing a pr e determin e d said upper limit time for which 
th e output of said specific object data is p e rmitt e d and said accumulation time for said specific 
object data measured by said time counting apparatus, and 

a control apparatus for controlling th e output of said object data on the basis of a 
comparison r e sult bv said comparison apparatus, executing said time management program 
acquired by said output time management means and outputting said specific object data based 

5 

WDC99 1613219-1.050023.0162 



Application No.: 10/043,246 

on said time management program, and after the comparison by said comparator, suspending the 
output of said specific object data when it is found that said accumulation time reaches said 
upper limit time. 

wh e r e in th e control apparatus acquir e d th e output time managem e nt program and th e 
obj e ct data by th e r e ading apparatus, and controls th e output of said object data by e x e cuting the 
output tim e manag e m e nt program. 

16. (Currently Amended) An output time management method comprising: 

an output time management step for acquiring a specific object data, a time management 
program for controlling an output of said specific object data, and an upper limit time for which 
the output of said specific object data is permitted, from data stored in a removal storing 
medium. 

a time counting step for measuring an accumulation time representing the time elapsed 
from start of outputting said specific object data by the output time management m e thod step, 

a comparing step for comparing a pr e determin e d said upper limit time for which the 
output of said specific object data is p e rmitt e d and said accumulation time for said specific 
object data measured in said time counting step, and 

a controlling step for controlling the output of said obj e ct data according to a program, 
for executing said time management program acquired in said time management step and 
outputting said specific object data based on said time management program, and after the 
comparing step, suspending the output of said specific object data when it is found that said 
accumulation time reaches said upper limit time. 

wher e in said controlling step compris e s acquiring some information as an output tim e 
manag e m e nt program and the obj e ct data from a removabl e storing m e dium which information 
has b e en stor e d in, and having said controll e r e xecut e th e output tim e managem e nt program 
acquir e d from th e r e movabl e storing m e dium ther e by control th e output of said object data. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storing medium for storing a program 
which makes a computer operate as an output time management apparatus, th e apparatus 
comprising: 

an output time management step for acquiring a specific object data, a time management 
program for controlling an output of said of said specific object data, and an upper limit time for 
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which the output of said specific object data is permitted, from data stored in a removal storing 
medium, 

a time count e r counting step for measuring an accumulation time representing the time 
elapsed from the start of outputting said specific object data by th e program said output time 
management step , 

a comparator comparing step for comparing a pr e d e termined said upper limit time for 
which the output of said specific object data is p e rmitt e d and said accumulation time for said 
specific object data measured by said tim e count e r in said time counting step , and 

a controll e r comparing step for controlling th e output of said object data according to th e 
program, for executing said time management program acquired in said time management step 
and outputting said specific object data based on said time management program, an after the 
comparing step, suspending the output of said specific object data when it is found that said 
accumulation time reaches said upper limit time. 

wher e in th e output manag e ment apparatus acquir e d som e information as an output time 
managem e nt program and th e object data from a r e movable storag e m e dium which information 
has b e en stored in, and has said controller e xecut e th e output tim e manag e m e nt program 
acquir e d from th e removabl e storage m e dium ther e by control the output of said obj e ct data. 
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